
 
 

 
 
 

C.A.S.E. sells out its 20th Annual Kids’ Adoption Network (KAN) Conference 
taking place on National Adoption Day, Saturday, November 19, 2016 

 
Burtonsville, MD –The Center for Adoption Support and Education (C.A.S.E.) will celebrate 
National Adoption Day this year by hosting its 20th annual Kids’ Adoption Network (KAN) 
Conference for a sold out audience from 9am – 4:30pm at the National 4-H Youth Conference 
Center at 7100 Connecticut Avenue, Chevy Chase, Maryland. More than 150 parents and 120 
children from across the Washington, DC area and beyond have registered for the event. 

C.A.S.E.’s KAN conference theme, “Ocean Exploration: Riding the Waves of Adoption,” focuses 
on the essential skills and tools needed for riding the waves of thoughts and feelings that are 
part of the lifelong adoption journey. Adopted youth in grades 1st-12th grades and their parents 
will celebrate 20 years of KAN by creating a conference-wide art project. Inspired by the 
Washed Ashore installation of sculptures made from plastic garbage recovered from the ocean 
and currently on exhibit at the National Zoo, a guest artist will assist the children in using 
recycled materials from past KAN conferences to create an ocean-themed project.  

More than 100 families will attend this year’s annual event, many of whom are repeat 
attendees from years past. 

“My kids were so very happy to be in one location with so many other kids that understood 
their journey,” said an adoptive parent from C.A.S.E.’s 2015 KAN conference. “We wouldn’t 
miss this for the world.” 

C.A.S.E. thanks the Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption™ for their generous support of this 
signature event and is honored that the Foundation’s President and CEO, Rita Soronen will be 
on hand to welcome all KAN conference attendees. Learn more at 
www.davethomasfoundation.org.  

ABOUT C.A.S.E.: The Center for Adoption Support and Education (C.A.S.E.) is a nationally 
recognized leader in adoption competent education, advocacy and training. Our mission is to 
strengthen the well-being of foster and adoptive families, promote adoption awareness, 
enhance adoption sensitivity, and develop the skills for professionals and families to empower 
children to thrive. With five offices in the metropolitan DC area, C.A.S.E. has provided services 
for more than 5,600 children and families since its founding in 1998. Partnerships with Jockey 
Being Family™ and the Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption™ allow C.A.S.E. to have greater 
reach to provide education and training for adoption-competency training nationally and 
internationally. C.A.S.E. is currently developing an adoption-competent National Training 
Initiative funded by a 5-year grant with the Department of Health and Human Services and the 
Administration for Children. For more information visit www.adoptionsupport.org. 
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Center for Adoption Support and Education (C.A.S.E.) 
4000 Blackburn Lane, Suite 260 

Burtonsville, MD 20866 
 

CONTACT: Melisa Rogers, Marketing Director 
PHONE: 301-476-8525, ext. 115 

EMAIL: rogers@adoptionsupport.org 
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